
 
History of PYWA 
 
There was a vision. PYWA was conceived in the hearts and minds of youth 
workers across the Presbyterian Church (USA) who desired an organization that 
would encourage and support their call to youth ministry.  
 
There was a plan. In August of 2005 a small group of youth workers gathered together to plan an event that would 
help launch an organization that would do just that. This group planned and implemented the "Pentecost Summit: 
Together in One Place." 
 
They were together in one place. In November of 2005, forty-two youth workers gathered at Lake Tahoe to discern 
what kind of a thing this new association would be. The Summit participants voted unanimously on a mission 
statement and on November 3, 2005 PYWA was officially born! 
 
They sent out a group of twelve. At The Summit gathering, twelve people were selected to come together and 
decide how best to flesh out this fledgling association. In August of 2006, they gathered in Louisville to discover and 
develop what God was calling PYWA to be. 
 
There is a team. The group of twelve created a nominating committee that put together the 10-member PYWA Core 
Team, which is the leadership arm of PYWA. The Core Team held its inaugural meeting in Dallas in January of 
2007. 
 
In about 18 months PYWA went form being a musing in the minds of Presbyterian youth workers everywhere to an 
official association to support those very youth workers. Thanks be to God! 

How PYWA Works 

PYWA is for everyone – The part-time middle school volunteer, the full-time paid high school youth worker, 
presbytery or camp staff, college students, retired pastors, people you know and people you don't know – anyone 
interested in supporting the call to youth ministry. 
 
Let joy be unconfined – PYWA doesn't need to follow historical boundaries. Although PYWA can exist within 
presbytery lines, a PWYA community could also be a group of rural parishes, or maybe it's all the youth workers in 
your city, it might even encompass several presbyteries. 
 
Communication is key – Some people read email exclusively, some need paper, and others need a personal contact. 
Communicate using all methods available. Also, feel free to use the PYWA logo from this website on all your 
communiqués. 
 
PYWA can look like:  

• An annual weekend retreat 
• A weekly coffeehouse Bible Study 
• A monthly PYWA lunch and sharing 
• A quarterly recreation experience 
• A weekly prayer breakfast at rotating churches 

This is the beauty and excitement of PYWA – YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN! 
 
There is an event coming up in November and the announcement is included in this monthly mailing from the 

esbytery office.  Take a minute and check out our website for more information! Pr   
www.pywa.org
 
You will be glad you did.   

http://www.pywa.org/
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