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PRAYER CALENDAR
É January 2009 ~ February 2009
É Prayer Concerns

GENERAL PRESBYTER
É Greetings from the Presbytery Staff
É What’s Happening in the Presbytery

STATED CLERK
É Dates for YOUR Church Calendar
É Necrology Letter & Form 
É Committee Chair Training
É Clerk of Session Training

BUDGET & FINANCE
É 2008 Contributions ~ Just A Reminder
É 2009 IRS Standard Mileage Rates

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
É Music and Storytelling Retreat-

 “Telling God’s Story” ~ January 17, 2009

YOUTH
É Time to Mark Your Calendars! ~Events for 2009
É 2008 Middle School Retreat
É “The Blaze” ~ A Formative Gathering for Leaders of Youth ~ January 11-14, 2009
É SARW - Southern Annual Recreation Workshop ~ February 20-22, 2009
É 2009 Gatlinburg Missions Conference ~ February 20-22, 2009
É WOW - Week of Work ~ July 5-10, 2009
É Got A Deck of Cards?

MISSION
É Newsletter from Rachel Brown, Young Adult Volunteer, Kenya. Africa

HUNGER
É Souper Bowl of Caring ~ Sunday, February 1, 2009

MISCELLANOUS
É Third Street Presbyterian Church ~ Sharing of Good News
É First Presbyterian Church ~ January 21, 2009

Invites you to attend: “NewB: Why are Presbyterians reconsidering ordination standards yet again?”
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The Presbytery of Western North Carolina
114 Silver Creek Road, Morganton, NC 28655      Phone:  (828)438-4217     Fax: (828)437-8655

 

TO: Churches of the Presbytery of WNC
FROM: Bobbi White, General Presbyter
DATE: December 16, 2008
SUBJECT: Prayer Calendar for January and February

Many of our churches include the following paragraphs in their bulletins and newsletters each week.  This
encourages their members to pray for these congregations on the designated Sundays.

v Consider sending the churches a card telling them they were held up in prayer.   v     

   
January 4  - Bryson City (P.O. Box 549, Bryson City, NC 28713)th

          bcpc@rapidcable.com
The Bryson City Presbyterian Church is still growing in grace. We had a busy summer with our sanctuary
full, new families joining, and a wonderful family retreat at Montreat at the end of the summer. This fall,
we began a ministry called 4th Sunday. Every 4th Sunday, we have a community meal after worship. Tickets
are sold all over town. The proceeds go back into the community supporting the food pantry, emergency
services, our Swain County United Gift Fund, and an endowment for scholarships. Our goal is to come
together as a community to share a meal and to help out those in need. We could really use your prayers.
This ministry takes a lot of time and work, and we could use more volunteers and a better understanding
within our community of what we are trying to accomplish. Please pray for our church and for 4th Sunday.
Remember our pastor, Terry Hanna.  

January 11  - Buladean (217 Blevins Branch Road, Bakersville, NC 28705)th

We give thanks for Rev. Curtis Crowther, who has been with us for the past two years. He has been a
blessing to the church. Even though we are a very small church, we give thanks that we are able to supply
ten children at Grandfather Home with school supplies and provide Christmas for two children. Pray with
us for our newly installed elder, Phillip Elliott.

January 18  - Burnsville First (P.O. Box 635, Burnsville, NC 28714)th

firstpresburnsville@verizon.net
The First Presbyterian Church of Burnsville thanks God for our sisters and brothers in our Presbytery who
pray for us and for the work God has called us to do. We ask your prayers on our four new Session members
who will be ordained and installed this month (January) and our continuing Session members who, together,
will lead our congregation in the years ahead. We ask your prayers for our young families and our children
who have become so important in our church life, and prayers for our elderly members whose faith has
brought us through some difficult times into these days of new, but promising challenges. And we thank you
for your prayers for our pastor, Rev. Maggie Lauterer, who is now in her tenth year serving our church. 

 

mailto:rutherfordpres@bellsouth.net
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January 25  - Calvary (44 Circle Street, Asheville, NC 28801)th

Calvary has been very blessed during the 2008 year. Because of a wonderful partnership with our sister
church, Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, we now have a much needed bathroom on the sanctuary level
of the church. Among other things, this Partnership also made possible a spirit-filled Hymn Sing and a
fantastic Barbeque Fundraiser on the grounds. A “Time of Visioning and Discernment” yielded a new
Mission Statement and a new Vision Statement. We continue to enjoy a special relationship with Dr. Jeanne
Matthews of Warren Wilson College, and immensely appreciate the visits of her classes. For the third year,
we have participated in Holy Week services with our brothers and sisters in the AMEZ, CME, United
Methodist and Presbyterian traditions. We also participate in an ecumenical Christmas Eve service hosted
by our sister church, Kenilworth Presbyterian Church. Calvary is also very grateful that retired ministers,
Dr. Ron Botsford, Dr. Dave Barstow, Rev. Bill Heck and Rev. Robert Bruce Cumming share themselves with
us. Please pray for spiritual and numerical growth at Calvary. Please pray that we discern and follow God’s
will for us. We also ask for prayer for our pastor, Rev. Patricia Bacon, who has faithfully served Calvary
for 19 years.

February 1  - Canton (P.O. Box 784, Canton, NC 28716)st

                       cantonpres@bellsouth.net
No information available.

February 8  - Cherryville First (107 West Academy Street, Cherryville, NC 28021)th

                        jchampion@pfccnc.org
The First Presbyterian Church of Cherryville requests prayer for: (1) Hiring a new staff person, Director
of Youth and Family Ministries; (2) Continued prayer and financial support for the new addition and
renovations to the present building; (3) The inactive members of the church; (4) The General Assembly of
the PCUSA; (5) The difficulties that people are having due to job losses and layoffs; (6) Our pastor, Dr.
Billy Lowe.

February 15  - Clinchfield (87 Greenwood Drive, Marion, NC 28752)th

                          lauralong@aol.com
No information available.

February 22  - Columbus (21 Peniel Road, Columbus, NC 28722)nd

                           cpcatpeniel@alltel.net
No information available.

 MISSION PRAYER CALENDAR: Even as we pray each week for specific churches in our Presbytery,
we can also remember our missionaries and mission activities as a reminder that our family extends into
all the world.

mailto:cantonpres@bellsouth.net
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 Joys &  Prayer Concerns......

December 17, 2008
• Heath Tuttle, 10 month old infant son of Chris and Carrie Tuttle and grandson of Bob and Pat

Tuttle, serious health concerns. Heath received a heart transplant Sunday, December 14. For up-to-date
information on Baby Heath, you may follow the blog: http://babyheathupdates.blogspot.com/

• The Family and Church Family of Dorothy (Dot) Crews. Dot was a member and former Clerk of
Session at Westminster Presbyterian Church. 

• Rev. Bob Abel, pastor at Franklin, First, health concerns.
• Rev. John Lindsey, interim pastor at Waynesville, First, health concerns.
• Rev. O’dell Smith and family. Rev. Smith’s wife, Pat, passed away on Tuesday, November 25, 2008,

following a period of declining health.
• Rev. Dr. Kevin Frederick, pastor at Waldensian Presbyterian Church, caring for his parents who have

serious health concerns.
• Rev. Joel David Cherry, pastor and co-chair of Small Church Committee, health concerns and

recovering from back surgery.
• Rev. Karen Haak, interim pastor at Black Mountain Presbyterian Church, serious health concerns.
• Gladys Ross, former Clerk of Session at Quaker Meadows & serving CE Committee, health concerns.
• Rev. Katherine Parker, retired pastor, continuing chemotherapy treatments. 
• Rev. Roberta Martin, retired pastor, serious health concerns.
• Rev. Flemon McIntosh, pastor at Green Street Presbyterian Church, serious health concerns.
• Rev. Dr. Charles Davenport, pastor at West Avenue Presbyterian Church and Interim Associate

Presbyter, health concerns.
• Rev. Andy Parkey,  pastor at Quaker Meadows Presbyterian Church, caring for his parents who have

serious health concerns.
• Ruth Zeto, daughter of Katherine & Tom Parker, cancer treatments.

ORDINATION/INSTALLATION SERVICE
• Allen M. Thompson was ordained at Lenoir First Presbyterian Church on November 30, 2008.  Allen is

a candidate from the Presbytery of Western North Carolina and has accepted a call as Associate Pastor
for Mission Renewal at the Peachtree Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, GA. 

• Dwight Christenbury was ordained at Trinity Presbyterian Church on Sunday, December 7, 2008.
Dwight is a candidate from the National Capital Presbytery and has accepted a call as Associate Pastor
at Trinity Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville, NC.

 

MISSIONARIES
< Barbara Nagy, as she continues her work at Nhkoma Hospital and deals with complications regarding

the adoption of Happy.
< Becca Young, as she continues her ministry in Indonesia.
< John McCall, as he continues his teachings at the Seminary in Taipei, Taiwan.
< Frank and Nancy Dimmock and their family, who are in Lesotho.
< Rachel Brown, Young Adult Volunteer (YAV), from Mills River Presbyterian Church serving in Kenya.
< Virginia Gartrell, Brazil

All prayer requests will be listed for 4 weeks. If you would like to add to the list, change a listing, or keep a request for a

longer period of time, please call 828/438-4217, ext 13 or send an e-mail to rbuchanan@presbyterywnc.org. 

http://babyheathupdates.blogspot.com/


GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,
REJOICE

Your Presbytery Staff,

Bobbi

James

Grace

Charles

Robert

Beth

Lisa

Marcia

Robbin

Tonya

Ginnie

wishes you a Blessed and Joyous 

CHRISTMAS!

Amidst all the depressing economic news 

that will inevitably impact every congregation, 

and all the wars and upheavals around the world,

“still the Dear Christ enters in.”

And the Word was made flesh, 

and dwelt among us. 

And we beheld his glory,

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,

full of grace and truth.

Nothing can change or dim that 

GOOD NEWS
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Cluster Discussion Group Meeting Dates
Cluster Church Meeting Date Time
A Franklin, First November 9, 2008 3:00 pm
B Asheville, First January 18, 2009 2:00 pm
C Rutherfordton January 11, 2009 3:00 pm
D Gastonia, First January 25, 2009 2:00 pm
E Hickory, First January 18, 2009 2:00 pm
F Spruce Pine, First January 11, 2009 3:00 pm

JANUARY 2009

CLUSTER DISCUSSION GROUP MEETINGS
Dates and locations have been set throughout the Presbytery for those seeking
to learn more about all of the proposals to the Constitutional Amendments
and Ecumenical Statements that the Presbytery will be voting on at its January
31, 2009 meeting. While attending a discussion group meeting, one should
try to listen more than you talk, respect the opinions of others, and always

begin and end with a group prayer. Copies of the Proposed Amendments to the Constitution of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) and Proposed Ecumenical Statements approved by the 218  General Assemblyth

(2008) were distributed at the October Presbytery Meeting and can also be downloaded from the PCUSA
website:

http://www.pcusa.org/generalassembly/amend/proposed-amendments-2008.pdf

2009 The Blaze: A Formative Gathering for Leaders of Youth
January 11-14, 2009
Montreat Conference Center, Montreat, NC
“The Blaze” is a time for all who work with youth – as mentors, youth directors, associate
pastors for youth, back home leaders and small group leaders – to consider youth ministry
afresh and alongside others who share your passion. “The Blaze” will challenge you to

pioneer new trails in youth ministry, help you be nourished and shaped through that ministry, and send you
home inspired in your own call to work with youth. Youth Leaders! Now is the time for you to register for
this event. For more information, visit the Montreat Conference Center website: www.montreat.org or call
(800) 572-2257.

STORYTELLING AND MUSIC RETREAT
Saturday, January 17, 2009
Convocation Hall, Montreat Conference Center
The Christian Education Committee will sponsor a one-day retreat for Christian Educators,
“Telling God’s Story.” If you have a passion for teaching in the church, this event is for

http://www.montreat.org
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you. Come and enjoy a full day filled with music and storytelling for all ages. Registration is required. So,
if you are interested, RSVP by Monday, January 5, 2009 to Tonya Williams at the Presbytery Office
(828/438-4217) or email twilliams@presbyterywnc.org.

NewB: Why are Presbyterians Reconsidering Ordination Standard
Yet Again?
First Presbyterian Church, Morganton ~ January 21, 2009
The First Presbyterian Church of Morganton, invites you to attend “NewB: Why are
Presbyterians reconsidering ordination standards yet again? This will be a time of open
and honest learning, sharing, and discerning, where people of all perspectives (for,
against, and undecided) will be respected and valued. Editor-in-Chief of The Presbyterian
Outlook, the  Rev. John H. “Jack” Haberer, will be the Keynote Speaker.

COMMITTEE CHAIR TRAINING
Thursday, January 22, 2009
First Presbyterian Church, Morganton
Start the new year off by attending a training session for those who will be chairing
a committee of Presbytery. During this time, committee chairs will have an
opportunity to review the responsibilities and duties as chair of a Presbytery
Committee. Also, you will receive information regarding your committee
responsibilities,  budget, reimbursement procedures, important dates and deadlines,
communication tips and informational aids for a productive meeting.

79  STATED MEETING OF PRESBYTERYth

Saturday, January 31, 2009 
First Presbyterian Church, Asheville
The First Presbyterian Church at Asheville will host the 79  Statedth

Meeting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina on Saturday,
January 31, 2009. In preparation for this meeting, you are invited to
attend discussion group meetings throughout the Presbytery  regarding
the Proposed Amendments to the Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church (USA) and Proposed Ecumenical Statements approved by the
218  General Assembly (2008).  You may also refer to the PCUSAth

website for a copy of the Proposed Amendments.

(http://www.pcusa.org/generalassembly/amend/proposed-amendments-2008.pdf)

NATIONAL PRESBYTERIAN
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP
The application for the National Presbyterian College
Scholarship is due on January 31, 2009. If you are a high
school senior or know a student who is planning to attend
a Presbyterian college or university, download an

application today at www.pcusa.org/financialaid. The National Presbyterian College Scholarship application
is available for students entering college in 2009-2010. Application must be printed, signed, and mailed. No
submissions by fax or email.

mailto:twilliams@presbyterywnc.org.
http://www.pcusa.org/financialaid.
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SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY
February 1, 2009
Join tens of thousands of other youth and collect food and money for a local agency
serving those who are hungry and “food insecure” (at risk for hunger) in your own
community.

SENIOR HIGH RETREAT
February 6 - 8, 2008 ~ Hosted by Holston PYC
Senior High Youth Groups plan to attend a weekend retreat for a time of faith
sharing and fun. Youth Groups from Western North Carolina are invited to
participate. The event will be hosted by the Holston PYC in Erwin, TN.

RENDER UNTO CAESAR
Monday, February 9, 2009 ~ Black Mountain Presbyterian Church
Join the Board of Pensions of the Presbyterian Church (USA) for a one-day  education seminar
about clergy tax and Terms of Call issues. Steven Fleming, a Board of Pensions Education
Specialist, will lead the seminar. Watch your mail for a personal invitation from the Board of
Pensions.

POST-RETIREMENT SEMINAR
Tuesday, February 10, 2009 
Black Mountain Presbyterian Church
Join the Board of Pensions of the Presbyterian Church (USA) for a one-day member

education seminar about your retiree benefits and financial management. The Post-
Retirement Seminar is designed for our clergy and lay Benefits Plan retirees, their spouses

and survivors. Steven Fleming, a Board of Pensions Education Specialist, will lead the seminar.
Watch your mail for a personal invitation from the Board of Pensions.

SARW - Southern Annual Recreation Workshop
February 20 -22, 2009
Camp Bethelwoods, Rock Hill, SC
SARW is a weekend for those interested in developing skills in recreation leadership,
particularly in church-related settings. Ministers, DCE's, youth workers, children's
ministry coordinators, youth grades 10-12 in leadership roles, and any other interested
leaders are welcome to attend. For addition information, check them out at
www.sarw.net. Brochure included with this mailing.

MIDDLE SCHOOL RALLY
March 1, 2009
Upper Anderson, Anderson Auditorium, Montreat, NC
Join Middle School Youth for an afternoon with Adrian McMullen, Associate for Youth
on the General Assembly Staff of the PCUSA. This event is FREE. 

http://www.sarw.net.
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SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE SUNDAY
March 1, 2009
Celebrate the ministry of Self-Development of People (SDOP). Once a
year, Presbyterians gather on a particular Sunday morning to celebrate the
ministry of Self-Development of People. The Self-Development of

People (SDOP) ministry affirms God's concern for humankind and participates in the empowerment of
economically poor, oppressed and disadvantaged people. Various resources for SDOP Sunday are
available on the PC(USA) website (http://www.pcusa.org/sdop/). Use the resources and suggestions as
you interpret the ministry of Self-Development of People in your congregation.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BIRTHDAY OFFERING
The Birthday Offering is a PW offering collected in the spring of each year to celebrate the blessings in
the lives of Presbyterian Women. The offering funds up to five projects that are not included in ongoing
General Assembly mission support, such as agricultural development, child care, community
organization, criminal justice, drug counseling, economic justice, elderly care, employment training,
homelessness, literacy, violence and women’s concerns.

PW in the Congregations (PWCs) typically collect the Birthday Offering in the spring and dedicate their
offerings at spring gatherings. No giving guidelines are suggested other than “give as you are blessed.”

SESSION RECORDS REVIEW AND TRAINING
All Clerks of Session and/or Assistant Clerks should attend one of the meetings  shown
below.  Please put these dates on your calendar now. Your Session’s minutes for all of 2008
will be due at this time. All meetings will begin at 9:00 a.m. Snacks and a lite lunch will be
provided for up to 2 participants from your church. Clerks will review each other’s Session
minutes.

Saturday, March 21, 2009 ~ Morganton, First               
Saturday, April 25, 2009 ~ Shelby Presbyterian             
Saturday, June 6, 2009 ~ Canton Presbyterian

 



DATES FOR 
YOUR CALENDAR

                       

              
DECEMBER 2008

December 24-26, 2008 Presbytery Office Closed ~ Christmas Holiday

JANUARY 2009
January 1, 2009 Presbytery Office Closed ~ New Year’s Day Holiday

January 6, 2009 Deadline for Submission of Reports for 
January 31, 2009 Presbytery Meeting 

January 6, 2009 Deadline for 2008 Contributions 

January 11, 2009 Cluster C Discussion Group Rutherfordton 3:00 pm
Cluster F Discussion Group Spruce Pine, First 3:00 pm
(On the Proposed Constitutional Amendments
& the Proposed Ecumenical Statements)

January 11-14, 2009 “The Blaze” Montreat Conf Ctr
A Formative Gathering for Leaders of Youth

January 17, 2009 Music & Storytelling Retreat Convocation Hall 9:00 am -
Sponsored by the Christian Montreat Conf Ctr 4:00 pm
Education Committee

January 18, 2009 Cluster B Discussion Group Asheville, First 2:00 pm
Cluster E Discussion Group Hickory, First 2:00 pm
(On the Proposed Constitutional Amendments
& the Proposed Ecumenical Statements)

January 19, 2009 Presbytery Office Closed ~ Martin Luther King Holiday

January 21, 2009 “NewB: Why are Presbyterians Morganton, First 6:15 p.m. -
Reconsidering Ordination Standards Yet Again?” 8:00 p.m.
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Jack Haberer, The Presbyterian Outlook

January 22, 2009 Committee Chair Training Morganton, First 10:00 am -
(Serving a Presbytery Committee) 2:00 pm

January 25, 2009 Cluster D Discussion Group Gastonia, First 2:00 pm
(On the Proposed Constitutional Amendments
& the Proposed Ecumenical Statements)

January 31, 2009 79  Stated Meeting of Presbytery Asheville, Firstth



FEBRUARY 2009
February 1, 2009 Souper Bowl Sunday

February 6- 8, 2009 Senior High Youth Retreat Holston Presbytery

February 9, 2009 Render Unto Caesar Seminar Black Mountain 9:00 am -
(By invitation only from BOP) 5:00 pm

February 10, 2009 Post-Retirement Seminar Black Mountain 10:00 am -
(By invitation only from BOP) 4:00 pm

February 19, 2009 Presbytery Office Closed ~ Presidents’ Day Holiday

February 20 - 22, 2009 SARW - Southern Annual Camp Bethelwoods
Recreation Workshop Rock Hill, SC

MARCH 2009
March 1, 2009 Self-Development of People Sunday

March 1, 2009 Middle School Rally Upper Anderson 3:00 p.m.
Montreat 6:15 p.m.

March 8, 2009 Daylight Savings Time Begins

March 21, 2009 Session Records Review Morganton, First 9:00 am -
and Training 2:00 pm

APRIL 2009
April 3, 2009 Deadline for Submission of Reports for 

April 28, 2009 Presbytery Meeting 

April 10, 2009 Presbytery Office Closed ~ Good Friday Holiday

April 25, 2009 Session Records Review Shelby Presbyterian 9:00 am -
and Training 2:00 pm

April 28, 2009 80th  Stated Meeting of Presbytery Montreatth

May 2009
May 19, 2009 Luncheon for New Minister’s Morganton 12:00 p.m.

To The Presbytery

May 25, 2009 Presbytery Office Closed ~ Memorial Day 



The Presbytery of Western North Carolina
114 Silver Creek Road, Morganton, NC 28655      Phone:  (828)438-4217     Fax: (828)437-8655

December 5, 2008

To: All Churches in the PWNC

From: James Aydelotte,Stated Clerk

Re: Deceased Elder’s Information Needed for January Packet

At the January meeting of Presbytery, it is customary to celebrate the lives of
elders from within our bounds who have died during the preceding year.

Attached, please find the form on which to list the deceased elder’s name for the
2008 calendar year. (Feel free to make additional copies if necessary.)  These
names will be listed as part of the permanent presbytery record. 

For this information to be included in the January Presbytery packet, we must
receive the names in the Presbytery Office prior to January 5, 2009.

Thank you for your help in this matter.

Attachment



The Presbytery of Western North Carolina
114 Silver Creek Road, Morganton, NC 28655      Phone:  (828)438-4217     Fax: (828)437-8655

2008 Necrology

Church Name __________________________________ (If First Presbyterian, list city) 

Elder Name _____________________________ Date of Death _____________________

Closest Living Relative ___________________________________  Relation _____________

Address __________________________________

City ____________________________ State ________   Zip ______________

Phone (____)__________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2008 Necrology

Church Name __________________________________ (If First Presbyterian, list city) 

Elder Name _____________________________ Date of Death _____________________

Closest Living Relative ___________________________________  Relation _____________

Address __________________________________

City ____________________________ State ________   Zip ______________

Phone (____)__________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2008 Necrology

Church Name __________________________________ (If First Presbyterian, list city) 

Elder Name _____________________________ Date of Death _____________________

Closest Living Relative ___________________________________  Relation _____________

Address __________________________________

City ____________________________ State ________   Zip ______________

Phone (____)__________________
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